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Product Review
Mark J. Wilson, K1RO, k1ro@arrl.org

Bottom Line
The IC-7610 direct-sampling 
transceiver is a full-featured, two-
receiver, competition-ready, HF 
and 6-meter radio that can be an 
asset to almost any amateur sta-
tion. It brings together the look 
and feel of their top-of-the-line 
transceivers with the benefits of 
digital sampling at signal fre-
quency, all at a price in the mid-
dle of their range.

Reviewed by Joel R. Hallas, W1ZR
QST Contributing Editor
w1zr@arrl.org

The IC-7610 is a nominal 100 W 
SSB, CW, AM, FM, and digital-mode 
transceiver for 160 through 6 meters. 
While its ancestry is clearly based on 
the popular direct-sampling IC-7300, 
its performance and features may be 
more closely tied to Icom’s top-of-the 
line IC-7851.1, 2 The key step up from 
the ’7300 is the addition of a com-
pletely independent second receiver, 
with performance equal to the pri-
mary receiver and separate audio 
channels for speakers or head-
phones. In addition, the dual-fre-
quency readouts and virtual analog 
multimeters are reminiscent of the 
larger, heavier, and more expensive 
IC-7800 and ’7851 front panels. 

The Display
We were smitten by the display of  
the IC-7800, first reviewed in 2004 — 
particularly its digital emulation of 
traditional analog meters. The 
IC-7610’s display is equally impres-
sive (see Figure 1), with a nice 
upgrade — display and operational 
features can be selected by a touch 
of the screen. 

In some cases, such as frequency 
and band selection, there are other 
ways to change the settings, but some 
— notably mode and meter selection, 
as well as the mode-specific side and 
bottom buttons — seem to be acces-
sible only via the touchscreen. Unlike 
the ubiquitous smartphone, the dis-
play is not change-able by pinching or 
spreading of the fingers. This was fine 
for me, because I always seem to get 

Icom IC-7610 HF and 6-Meter 
Transceiver

in trouble when attempting those 
maneuvers.

The display offers multiple configura-
tions. The spectrum display can pro-
vide a single view of the received 
spectrum, as in Figure 1. You can 
change frequency by touching the 
spectrum display screen, although 
you can have more precise control by 
plugging a USB mouse into one of 
the front panel USB sockets and 
clicking on a frequency on the spec-
trum display with that. 

I often find it easier to spot weak sig-
nals on a waterfall display, and one 
can be added, as shown in Figure 2. 
If frequencies are too far apart for sig-
nals from both receivers to be shown 

on a single display, they can be sepa-
rated, as shown in Figure 3. 

While the virtual meters are fun to 
look at, they do take up a big chunk 
of the display, and a more compact 
bar graph meter allows more room 
for the spectrum display. All meter 
choices can be viewed simultane-
ously, as shown in Figure 4 — handy 
during setup. An external monitor 
with a DVI connector can be used for 
a larger display.

How It Works
As with the IC-7300, this transceiver 
is based on a direct-digital sampling 
architecture. That is, there are no 
conversion steps in front of the  
analog-to-digital (ADC) conversion — 
it all happens at signal frequency. 
This arrangement has multiple 
advantages. There are no nonlinear 
mixer or converter stages between 
input and output, eliminating images 
and many sources of birdies, as well 
as places for intermodulation prod-
ucts to hide. 

The downside is that if the ADC is 
overloaded, other problems can 
arise. The IC-7610 takes pains to 
reduce the likelihood of this happen-
ing by switching in filters, including a 
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Figure 1 — A close-up of the IC-7610 display showing the virtual 
analog meters and a single spectrum display. 

Figure 2 — A waterfall display can be added below the panadapter 
spectrum display. The waterfall often makes it easier to spot weak 
signals. 

Figure 3 — If the two receiver frequencies are on different bands, 
or are too far apart to be shown on a single display, the spectrum 
displays can be separated, as shown here.

Figure 4 — A more compact bar graph of a selected meter at the 
top of the display allows more room for the spectrum display, or all 
meter choices can be viewed simultaneously, as shown here.

switchable tracking filter (DIGI-SEL) 
that follows the tuned frequency, as 
well as attenuators (and amplifiers if 
needed) ahead of the ADC for gain 
management. 

To help avoid receiver overdrive prob-
lems, the display includes an over-
load indicator (OVF) that illuminates if 
the ADC overflows due to excessively 
strong signals. The operator can elim-
inate the problem by turning back the 
preamp a notch, or adding attenua-
tion. I saw this while participating in a 
75-meter net — lots of booming sig-
nals, and I had inadvertently left 
PREAMP 2 on (rarely is any preamp 
helpful on 80/75 meters). It was an 
easy fix, once I recognized my self-
inflicted problem. 

Computer Connectivity
The IC-7610 includes two USB  
type-B computer connections on the 
rear panel. These can make use of 
typical USB printer cables. The man-
ual indicates that one is dedicated to 
remote operation and data exchange 
(such as frequency and mode data 
for logging software), while the other 
is for digital data input and output. I 
found that I could get two data chan-
nels as well as RTTY audio in both 
directions on a single connection to 
USB 1. 

Another jack supports Icom’s CI-V 
remote-control protocol, which is 
used by many logging and sta-
tion management programs. There 
is also an RJ-45 ethernet jack for 
remote control using Icom’s optional 
RS-BA1 remote-control software. 

This can work over your in-house 
LAN or from a distant internet-
connected computer. No computer 
is needed at the radio end. 

On the front panel are two USB  
type-A connectors and an SD card 
slot. These can be used to back up 
configuration data to a memory card 
or flash drive or to upgrade software. 
A USB mouse and/or keyboard can 
also be connected to one or both of 
the USB jacks. 

I was successful in getting both the 
CAT (computer-aided transceiver) 
data and audio signals routed 
between the radio and most of my 
PC logging and digital-mode applica-
tions, but it took some fussing with 
computer settings to route signals 
through the appropriate ports. The 
key is to download the drivers and 
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Lab Notes: Icom IC-7610
Bob Allison, WB1GCM, Assistant Laboratory Manager
I found no issues during ARRL Lab testing of the IC-7610. The receiver is 
considered higher performance because its lowest dynamic range (third-
order IMD dynamic range, 3IMD DR) at 2 kHz spacing is 101 dB with the IP+ 
feature on. The IP+ feature enables a dither signal, which decreases the sen-
sitivity by 3 dB or so, but increases the 3IMD DR by at least 14 dB. If you are 
not experiencing the effects of intermodulation distortion and desire slightly 
more sensitivity, turn the IP+ feature off. Note that the sensitivity and dynamic 
range measurements shown in Table 1 were made with this feature on.

Our dynamic range tests use strong signals that are no more than 40 kHz 
away from the desired frequency. What about strong out-of-band signals? 
Receivers with an ADC at the front end can overload from very strong signals 
outside the current operating band, especially in an environment where the 
RF spectrum density is high. The IC-7610 has an automatically tuned digital 
preselector (DIGI-SEL) that attenuates the cumulative effects of strong out-
of-band signals (about 20 dB for a signal 1 MHz away, for example), while 
not attenuating the signal that you’re listening to. The addition of the digital 
preselector makes the transceiver a good performer in a multi-transmitter 
Field Day environment, where stations are operating on multiple bands in 
close proximity. It’s also important to keep receiver gain management in mind, 
and turn off preamps or use attenuation when unwanted effects are observed 
or the overload indicator lights.
The best receiver cannot overcome the effects of wide or spurious signals 
generated by a transceiver with poor transmit performance, and transmit-
ter cleanliness is facing increasing scrutiny these days. The transmit 
quality of the IC-7610 is quite good overall, with low transmit phase noise 
and relatively low transmit intermodulation distortion (IMD) on SSB. On 
CW, the keying waveform, with resulting narrow CW sidebands, makes 
the IC-7610 a good neighbor to those on adjacent frequencies. The keying 
sidebands can be made even narrower with no degradation of signal qual-
ity by selecting 6 ms rise time (the 4 ms default was used for Lab testing).
High-speed CW ops will appreciate the fact that the receive processing 
delay time (the time it takes from when a signal arrives at the antenna 
jack to when it comes out the speaker) is only 12 ms. What comes out 
of the speaker is clear audio, with total harmonic distortion of only 0.5% 
at normal listening levels. The S-meter scale is 3 dB per S-unit. With 
the preamp off, S-9 is at –73 dBm, and the + scale is very accurate — 
S-9+10 dB is –63 dBm, S-9+20 dB is –53 dBm, and so on. As seen in 
Table 1, the S-meter reads higher with the preamps on. Power-off current 
consumption is 25 mA, a consideration for those using battery power only. 

the USB Driver Installation Guide 
from Icom’s support website.

The Installation Guide provides step-
by-step instructions for installing the 
drivers for Windows 7, 8.1, and 10 
systems. No other operating systems 
are mentioned. After the drivers are 
installed and the radio is connected, 
two USB-to-UART bridges appear in 
the PORTS section of Windows Device 
Manager, which identify the virtual 
com port numbers and allow setting 
of parameters to match those of the 
software.  

As with most current transceivers, 
firmware is updated regularly to add 
features and fix bugs. Our radio 
arrived with firmware version 1.04, 
which we used for initial evaluation. 
Updates to V1.05 and V1.06 add 
subtle improvements in many areas, 
including SSB sideband suppression, 
AM receiver filtering, transmitting and 
receiving signal quality, various inter-
face improvements, and bug fixes. 

To update the firmware, download 
the appropriate ZIP file from Icom’s 
support website and extract the 
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Table 1 
Icom IC-7610, serial number 1201580, Main CPU V1.06 FPGA V1.05

Manufacturer’s Specifications	 Measured in the ARRL Lab

Frequency coverage: Receive, 0.03 –	 Receive, 0.03 – 60 MHz.  
   60 MHz; transmit, not specified.	    Transmit, 160 – 6 meter amateur 
	    bands, including 5.255 – 5.405 MHz.
Power requirement: Transmit, 23 A	 At 13.8 V dc: Transmit, 20 A (maximum), 
   (maximum). Receive, 3.5 A (maximum	    18.5 A (typical) at maximum RF power  
   audio) at 13.8 V dc (±15%). 	    output; 6.0 A at minimum RF output. 
	    Receive, 2.43 A (maximum audio and  
	    backlight), 2.24 A (minimum backlight). 
	    Power off, 25 mA. 
Modes of operation: SSB, CW, AM, FM,	 As specified.  
   PSK, RTTY.

Receiver	 Receiver Dynamic Testing

SSB/CW sensitivity: At 10 dB S/N, 0.16 µV	 Noise floor (MDS), 500 Hz bandwidth, 
   typical at 1.8 – 30 MHz (preamp 1 on); 	    IP+ on: 
   0.13 µV typical at 50 MHz (preamp 2 on),	 Preamp	 Off	 1	 2 
   filter soft.	 0.137 MHz	 –116 	 –127 	 –133 dBm 
	 0.475 MHz	 –130 	 –137 	 –141 dBm 
	 1.0 MHz	 –131 	 –140 	 –142 dBm 
	 3.5 MHz	 –132 	 –140 	 –142 dBm 
	 14 MHz	 –130 	 –138 	 –142 dBm 
	 50 MHz	 –130 	 –138 	 –141 dBm
Noise figure: Not specified.	 Preamp off/1/2, 14 MHz: 17/9/5 dB;  
	    50 MHz, 17/9/6 dB.
AM sensitivity: At 10 dB S/N, 6.3 µV	 10 dB (S+N)/N, 1 kHz tone,  
   typical at 0.1 – 1.8 MHz and 2.0 µV	    30% modulation, 6 kHz BW: 
   typical at 1.8 – 30 MHz (preamp 1 on);	 Preamp	 Off	 1	 2 
   1.0 µV typical at 50 MHz (preamp 2 on),	 1.0 MHz	 2.28	 1.20	 0.90 µV 
   filter soft.	 3.88 MHz	 2.21	 1.07	 0.98 µV 
	 29.0 MHz	 2.34	 1.05	 0.78 µV 
	 50.4 MHz	 3.46	 1.40	 1.0 µV
FM sensitivity: At 12 dB SINAD, 0.5 µV	 For 12 dB SINAD, 3 kHz deviation,  
   typical at 28 – 29.7 MHz (preamp 1 on);	    15 kHz BW: 
   0.32 µV typical at 50 MHz (preamp 2 on),	 Preamp	 Off	 1	 2 
   filter soft.	 29 MHz	 0.81	 0.30	 0.23 µV 
	 52 MHz	 0.59	 0.26	 0.20 µV
Spectral sensitivity: Not specified.	 Panadapter display, preamp off/1/2: 
	    14 MHz, –109/–120/–128 dBm  
	    50 MHz, –107/–118/–126 dBm  
	 Waterfall display, preamp off/1/2: 
	    14 MHz, –106/–117/–125 dBm 
	    50 MHz, –104/–115/–123 dBm
ADC overload level: Not specified.	 With single in-passband signal, >+10 dBm.
Blocking gain compression dynamic	 Blocking gain compression dynamic  
   range: Not specified.	    range, 500 Hz BW: 
	 	 20 kHz offset	 5/2 kHz offset 
		  Preamp off/1/2	 Preamp off 
	 3.5 MHz	 122/119/113	 121/121 dB 
	 14 MHz	 120/117/113	 120/120 dB 
	 50 MHz	 122/119/113	 122/122 dB
Reciprocal mixing dynamic range:	 14 MHz, 20/5/2 kHz offset: 127/116/113 dB. 
   Not specified.

ARRL Lab Two-Tone IMD Testing (500 Hz bandwidth, IP+ on): 
			   Measured	 Measured 
	 Band/Preamp	 Spacing 	 IMD Level	 Input Level	 IMD DR
	 3.5 MHz/off	 20 kHz	 –132 dBm	 –32 dBm	 100 dB 
			     –97 dBm	 –16 dBm 
 
	 14 MHz/off	 20 kHz	 –130 dBm	 –29 dBm	 101 dB 
			     –97 dBm	 –16 dBm 
 
	 14 MHz/1	 20 kHz	 –138 dBm	 –38 dBm	 100 dB 
			     –97 dBm	 –26 dBm* 
 
	 14 MHz/2	 20 kHz	 –142 dBm	 –44 dBm	   98 dB 
			     –97 dBm	 –34 dBm* 
 
	 14 MHz/off	   5 kHz	 –130 dBm	 –29 dBm	 101 dB 
			     –97 dBm	 –17 dBm
	 14 MHz/off	   2 kHz	 –130 dBm	 –29 dBm	 101 dB 
			     –97 dBm	 –17 dBm

compressed files to a folder named 
IC-7610 on an SD card or USB thumb 
drive. The uncompressed V1.06 
upgrade files took less than 14 MB of 
space on my USB drive. 

After the firmware file was on my 
USB drive, it took about 2 minutes for 
the upgrade of four areas (MAIN CPU, 
SUB CPU, FRONT CPU, and FPGA CPU). 
The manuals strongly warn that if 
power is interrupted, or anything else 
stops the process, the radio may 
need to go back to an Icom distribu-
tor for firmware reinstallation. An 
uninterruptible power supply (UPS) or 
battery could be used to prevent 
power loss during the firmware 
update. After the firmware upgrade, 
the radio came right back up and all 
is well. 

ARRL Lab test results are shown in 
Table 1, Figures 5, 6, and 7, and the 
“Lab Notes” sidebar.

On the Air with  
the IC-7610
I enjoyed using the IC-7610 as my 
main station rig and had an opportu-
nity to test it in most modes. While 
getting started was simple, as with 
most full-featured radios, expect to 
spend some time with the manuals to 
be able to fully appreciate and learn 
to operate all the advanced features. 
You can almost assume that any fea-
ture or function you’ve encountered is 
supported on this radio. 

Some basic features stand out on the 
IC-7610. Tuning with the weighted 
knob is smooth and easily adjustable 
for drag. The tuning rate speeds up 
whenever you tune quickly and can 
be adjusted to different speeds by 
touching the kilohertz portion of the 
frequency display. By touching the 
display for a second, you can set the 
fast rate on a mode-by-mode basis. 

The DUAL WATCH feature on the ’7610 
is not the same as with many other 
Icom transceivers, in which the radio 
receives on two frequencies in the 
same band and combines the audio 
into a single channel. On the ’7610, it 
is really two completely independent, 
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	 ARRL Lab Two-Tone IMD Testing (500 Hz bandwidth, IP+ on) continued: 
			   Measured	 Measured 
	 Band/Preamp	 Spacing 	 IMD Level	 Input Level	 IMD DR 
 
	 50 MHz/off	 20 kHz	 –130 dBm	 –31 dBm	   99 dB 
			     –97 dBm	 –15 dBm 
 
	 50 MHz/2	 20 kHz	 –141 dBm	 –43 dBm	   98 dB 
			     –97 dBm	 –32 dBm

Second-order intercept point:	 Preamp off/1/2: 
   Not specified.	    14 MHz, +73/+69/+63 dBm 
	    21 MHz, +77/+55/+39 dBm 
	    50 MHz, +71/+71/+71 dBm.
DSP noise reduction: Not specified.	 15 dB.
FM adjacent channel rejection:	 Preamp 2 on: 29 MHz, 82 dB;  
   Not specified.	    52 MHz, 86 dB.
FM two-tone third-order IMD dynamic:	 20 kHz offset, preamp 2 on:  
   range: Not specified.	    29 MHz, 82 dB**; 52 MHz, 86 dB.** 
	 10 MHz spacing, preamp 2 on: 
	    29 MHz, 88 dB; 52 MHz, 92 dB.
Squelch sensitivity: SSB, <3.2 µV;	 FM, preamp 2 on: 29 MHz, 0.1 µV to  
   FM, <0.32 µV.	    112 mV; 52 MHz, 0.13 µV to 112 mV. 
	 SSB, preamp off: 14 MHz, 4.31 µV to  
	    91.1 mV.
S-meter sensitivity: Not specified.	 S-9 signal, preamp off/1/2: 
	    14 MHz, 51.8/23.7/23.2 µV 
	    50 MHz, 72.4/34.6/35.4 µV. 
	    Scaling: 3 dB per S-unit.
Notch filter depth: Not specified.	 Auto-notch, 52 dB; attack time,  
	    200 ms (single tone).† 
IF/audio response: Not specified.	 Range at –6 dB points:‡ 
	    CW (500 Hz BW): 344 – 859 Hz; 
	    Equivalent Rectangular BW: 516 Hz; 
	    USB (2.4 kHz BW): 234 – 2,750 Hz; 
	    LSB (2.4 kHz BW): 234 – 2,750 Hz; 
	    AM (6 kHz BW): 30 – 3,188 Hz.
Receive processing delay time: Not specified	 12 ms.
Audio output power: >2 W (8 Ω load,	 2.17 W at 10% THD. 
   1 kHz tone, 10% THD).	    THD at 1 VRMS, 0.5%

Transmitter	 Transmitter Dynamic Testing

Power output: 1 – 100 W (SSB, CW, RTTY, 	 SSB, CW, RTTY, PSK, FM:  
   PSK, FM), 1 – 25 W (AM).  	    1.8 – 30 MHz, 0.4 – 100 W;  
	    50 MHz, 0.4 – 93 W. 
	 AM: 1.8 – 30 MHz, 0.4 – 26 W;  
	    50.4 MHz, 0.15 – 23 W.
RF power output at minimum specified	 At 11.7 V dc: 14 MHz, 83 W;  
   operating voltage: Not specified.	    50 MHz, 75 W.
Spurious-signal and harmonic suppression:	 HF, 69 dB typical; 60 dB worst case  
   >50 dB (HF); >60 dB (50 MHz).	    ( 5.330 MHz); 50 MHz, 78 dB. 
	    Complies with FCC emission standards.
Third-order intermodulation distortion (IMD)	 3rd/5th/7th/9th order, 100 W PEP: 
   products: Not specified.	    –41/–37/–46/–61 dB (HF typical) 
	    –37/–41/–44/–50 dB (worst case, 160 m) 
	    –32/–35/–45/–58 dB (50 MHz) 
	    At 50 W RF output: 
	    –30/–41/–62/–70 dB (14 MHz) 
	    –33/–44/–58/–63 dB (50 MHz)
CW keyer speed range: Not specified.	 6 to 47 WPM, iambic mode B.
CW keying characteristics: Not specified.	 See Figures 5 and 6.
Transmit-receive turnaround time (PTT 	 S-9 signal, AGC fast, SSB, 50 ms;  
   release to 50% audio output): Not specified.	    CW (full break-in), 45 ms.
Receive-transmit turnaround time (TX delay):	 SSB, 60 ms; FM, 11 ms (29 MHz  
   Not specified.	    and 52 MHz).
Transmit phase noise: Not specified.	 See Figure 7.
Amplifier key line closure RF output: 	 As specified. RF off to key line  
   Selectable, 0 to 30 ms.	    open, 5.5 ms.
Size (height, width, depth, incl. protrusions): 4.8 × 13.7 × 12.7 inches; weight, 18.7 pounds.

Second-order intercept points were determined using S-5 reference.
*At threshold of ADC overload.
**Measurement is phase noise limited to the value indicated.
†Auto notch reduces two tones ≥38 dB, if two offending tones are 500 Hz or more apart. 
‡Default values; bandwidth is adjustable via DSP.

Manufacturer’s Specifications	 Measured in the ARRL Lab

Figure 5 — CW keying waveform for the Icom 
IC-7610 showing the first two dits in full break-
in (QSK) mode using external keying and the 
default 4 ms rise time setting. Equivalent keying 
speed is 60 WPM. The upper trace is the actual 
key closure; the lower trace is the RF envelope. 
(Note that the first key closure starts at the left 
edge of the figure.) Horizontal divisions are  
10 ms. The transceiver was being operated at 
100 W output on the 14 MHz band. 

Figure 6 — Spectral display of the Icom 
IC-7610 transmitter during keying sideband 
testing. Equivalent keying speed is 60 WPM 
using external keying and the default 4 ms rise 
time setting. Spectrum analyzer resolution 
bandwidth is 10 Hz, and the sweep time is 30 
seconds. The transmitter was being operated at 
100 W PEP output on the 14 MHz band, and 
this plot shows the transmitter output ±5 kHz 
from the carrier. The reference level is 0 dBc, 
and the vertical scale is in decibels.
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Figure 7 — Spectral display of the Icom 
IC-7610 transmitter output during phase noise 
testing. Power output is 100 W on the 14 MHz 
band (red trace), 30 W on the 14 MHz band 
(blue trace), and 100 W on the 50 MHz band 
(green trace). The carrier, off the left edge of 
the plot, is not shown. This plot shows compos-
ite transmitted noise 100 Hz to 1 MHz from the 
carrier. The reference level is –100 dBc/Hz, 
and the vertical scale is 10 dB per division.
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identical receivers that can operate 
on different bands and modes if you 
wish. Each receiver drives its own 
speaker or one side of stereo head-
phones, so you can keep track of 
what’s happening on each frequency. 
Push the SPLIT button and the trans-
ceiver transmits on the sub-receiver 
frequency, just as I like. 

Unlike some radios with dual receiv-
ers, the IC-7610 is equipped with a 

A Contester’s Impressions of the IC-7610
Scott Wright, KØMD 
National Contest Journal Editor

My first impressions of the IC-7610 
were amazement at the quietness 
and sensitivity of its receiver, and 
the beauty of its panadapter. It is 
significantly quieter than my Icom 
IC-7800 and nearly identical to my 
IC-7851. It is able to pull out weak 
signals, even amid interference on a 
crowded band. 
I evaluated the IC-7610 in the CQ 
World Wide WPX CW and IARU HF 
Championship contests. It has two 
independent receivers, which can 
function on separate bands if two 
antennas are attached. I operated 
mainly in the SO2V (single-operator, 
two-VFO) mode, where I used 
ANTENNA 1 for both receivers. That 
said, I have a stack of Force 12 
C49XR tribanders, so I was able to 
operate on any two of the 10-, 15-, 
and 20-meter bands simultaneously.
Most often, I used the IC-7610’s 
second receiver to work SSB sta-
tions when I was running on CW, or 
to pick up multipliers within the 
same band segment while running 
either CW or SSB. When running 
full break-in (QSK) CW, you can 
almost believe the rig is running 
SO2R (single-operator, two-radio) 
mode, as the second receiver is 
minimally inhibited during transmis-
sions on the main VFO. When oper-
ating on separate bands, it is 
essentially like SO2R operation. My 
automatic amplifier could change 
bands without missing a beat.

Panadapter
The panadapter and waterfall dis-
plays on the IC-7610 are simply 
beautiful. They are colorful, sensi-
tive, and adjustable. Contesters will 
find the situational awareness they 
create to be invaluable. I found sev-
eral empty frequencies to establish 
a run by simply looking at the pan-
adapter during the busy contests.  
I could also find adjacent interfer-
ence more easily and filter it out.

APF
The audio-peak filter (APF) is one of 
the IC-7610’s secret weapons. It is 
adjustable in gain, center, and peak 
frequency. It peaks CW signals 
amid noise without distorting the 
desired signal. I found it incredibly 
useful during the weak band condi-
tions of the IARU contest.

Filtering and Noise 
Management
One of the great strengths of the 
IC-7610 is noise management. The 
summertime IARU contest had a lot 
of static from storms in North 
America. I found myself using 20 – 
24 dB of attenuation on 40 through 
160 meters, and the signals 
seemed to pop out of the noise as  
I added more attenuation. The AGC 
with the IC-7610 is a CW operator’s 
dream. It handles weak and power-
ful signals equally, and does not 
require riding the RF gain control to 
avoid hearing damage. 

RC-28
I recognized an apparent weakness 
in the IC-7610’s small footprint — 
lack of a second VFO knob for con-

trol of the second, independent 
receiver. Icom answered with the 
RC-28, a remote control that plugs 
into the IC-7610’s USB port and 
allows dual-VFO control of the 
radio. I set it up on my rig to control 
RECEIVER B only, giving each of  
the IC-7610’s receivers a separate 
VFO knob.
The RC-28 is a peripheral option 
that I deem essential for contesting 
or DXing. It is extremely helpful with 
using RECEIVER B to search the 
bands for multipliers and other 
SO2V operation tasks when running 
stations on RECEIVER A with the 
main VFO. It is a smooth dial, simi-
lar to but smaller than the main VFO 
knob. It is a plug-and-play acces-
sory and requires no setup, except 
to download the latest firmware to 
the RC-28. 

USB Computer Interface
I was surprised at how easy it was 
to use the USB computer interface 
with N1MM+ Logger contest soft-
ware. No external interface, such as 
a WinKeyer for CW, is required. The 
transceiver keys smoothly, even 
above 40 WPM, without any delay. 
Icom has designed this radio to 
work perfectly with PC control. From 
start to finish, setup with N1MM+ 
Logger was under 5 minutes. 
I found the IC-7610 to be easy to 
use, with performance, functionality, 
and features like my IC-7851. I 
bought the IC-7610 for contesting 
overseas, but if I were limited to one 
radio in my current station, it would 
be the one I choose to keep.

single tuning knob that can be 
switched between receivers. After a 
bit, I realized that this was not a limi-
tation for me. My use of SPLIT is gen-
erally for working DX stations that are 
listening on an offset frequency. You 
first tune them in on the main 
receiver, then leave that alone while 
you switch to tuning the sub-receiver 
to find a good frequency to transmit 
on. If this arrangement doesn’t work 
for you, Icom offers an optional 

RC-28 encoder that connects to the 
front panel through a USB cable. It 
provides a tuning knob that can be 
used to tune either receiver and also 
offers other control functions. 

The IC-7610’s digital noise reduction 
(NR) and noise blanker (NB) were 
impressive in both their functionality 
and lack of digital artifacts. The DSP 
selectivity system also works well. 
The FILTER button cycles through 
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CTCSS tone encoding for repeater 
access, and decoding to avoid 
unwanted reception.

The transceiver is supplied with a 
handheld HM-219 electret micro-
phone that plugs into the round eight-
pin front-panel jack. The jack can 
supply electret bias voltage in the MIC 
line, or it can be set to OFF by a menu 
item to use dynamic microphones or 
electrets that require bias on a sepa-
rate pin — also provided on the con-
nector. In addition to the HM-219 and 
a professional quality dynamic, I tried 
an amateur desktop electret mic and 
received good reports on all. 

On SSB, the transmit voice band-
width can be set to WIDE (100 –  
2,900 Hz), MID (300 – 2,700 Hz), or 
NAR (500 – 2,500 Hz). This option is 
not available for AM or FM voice, 
presumably set on MID range. Each 
voice mode has its own tone control 
settings, allowing a boost or cut in the 
BASS or TREBLE ranges of up to  
±5 dB in 1 dB steps. While this is 
likely fine for most microphone and 
voice characteristics, the folks on the 
Antique Wireless Association 
75-meter AM net, who tend to appre-
ciate booming broadcast-quality 
sounding modulation, thought it 
“sounded a bit thin, but of good com-
munications quality.”3 Voice-operated 
transmit control (VOX) worked flaw-
lessly, as did the anti-VOX function. 
The VOX didn’t trigger from loud 
received stations, even with the mic 
pointed at the speaker. 

The receiver was excellent and easy 
to use. The receiver default SSB 
selectivity choices are 1.8, 2.3, and 
2.9 kHz, just about right, in my opin-
ion, but each setting is easily 
adjusted in 50 Hz steps. The twin-
passband filter allows sliding either 
edge in to remove interference on 
either side of the passband and the 
automatic or manual notch can be 
used to eliminate a tuner-upper or 
heterodyne. The audio sounded good 
through the internal speakers, and 
even better on a larger external pair, 
pointed at the operator. If desired, a 
high-pass and low-pass audio filter 
can be engaged, or the bass and tre-
ble can be boosted or cut by up to  
5 dB, with separate settings for each 
voice mode to compensate for 
speaker limitations, room acoustics, 
or personal preference. 

CW Operation
The designers of the IC-7610 did a 
good job of including many useful fea-
tures for the CW operator. Full break-
in (QSK) or adjustable-delay 
semi-break-in operation is supported, 
and the transmit-receive switchover is 
silent even with my ear on the cabinet 
top. A 1⁄4-inch stereo jack on the front 
panel accepts connections from a 
keyer paddle, while a 1⁄4-inch mono 
jack in the rear can be used for a 
straight key or connections to an 
external keyer. The built-in iambic 
electronic keyer can be adjusted  
from 6 to 48 words per minute. 
Multiple CW transmit memories are 
provided, including the capability to 

three mode-specific bandwidths, 
each of which can be changed easily. 
For example, on CW the defaults are 
250, 500, and 1,200 Hz. Each filter 
can be adjusted in 50 Hz steps to 
customize your choices, and each fil-
ter can have either sharp or soft cor-
ners. I set the review radio for 150, 
350, and 1,000 Hz, for example. 

The receiver features a TWIN-PBT 
(passband tuning) function that 
allows either edge of the passband to 
be moved in or out to eliminate close-
in interference. 

There are 99 frequency memories 
available, each also storing the mode 
and selectivity choice. Each press of 
a band-select button cycles through 
the last three frequencies and modes 
used on the band. There is also 
quick-access memo pad (MPAD) 
memory that stores five frequencies, 
along with modes and filter settings 
— handy for going back to a station 
that was busy when you last listened.

The spectrum scope is quite useful. It 
can be set to cover a particular por-
tion of a band, or to be centered on 
your receive frequency. The spectrum 
of your transmit signal is also shown. 
By switching to AUDIO on the main 
menu, the receive audio signal is 
shown, both in the frequency and 
time domain on separate screens, 
and it also switches to show your 
transmit signal on each display. 

The internal antenna tuner quickly 
tunes an antenna system with up to a 
3:1 SWR to near 1:1, and it remem-
bers the tuner settings and antenna 
selection for that frequency. By selec-
ting EMERGENCY operation, the tuner 
will do the best it can with a system 
with an SWR of greater than 3:1, but 
power output is limited to 50 W.

Voice Operation
Voice modes all worked well with 
good audio reports received on SSB 
and AM. For 10- or 6-meter FM oper-
ation, the transceiver provides easy 
split-frequency offsets, as well as 

Figure 8 — The 
IC-7610 decoding 
the W1AW RTTY 
propagation bulletin. 
Note the two-tone 
tuning indicator and 
the open panel for 
use as a type-ahead 
buffer.
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automatically increment contest serial 
numbers. 

Also provided is a very sharp audio-
peaking filter (APF). The manual 
notch filter (NOTCH) is also very sharp 
and can completely eliminate a 
strong signal in the passband. Unlike 
some other radios we have recently 
tested, the IC-7610 won’t allow 
engaging the automatic notch on CW 
(or RTTY), which would automatically 
notch out the signal you are trying to 
hear.

Data Modes
The IC-7610 has many options for 
data-mode operation. Of particular 
note is that the ’7610 can operate on 
RTTY or PSK modes without a com-
puter. The radio can decode received 
data and display six lines of text on 
the bottom part of the display, in 
place of the spectrum plots. Tuning 
indicators appropriate for RTTY (see 
Figure 8) and PSK are both provided. 
Due to poor band conditions, I was 
having trouble finding signals to dis-
play, but the W1AW bulletins came to 
my rescue. There’s nothing like hav-
ing a 1 kW transmitter on 80 meters 
less than 60 miles away. For transmit 
in either mode, a USB-connected 
keyboard can be plugged into one of 
the front-panel USB jacks, and you’re 
good to go.

There are multiple other ways to do 
any of the popular computer-based 
digital modes. For RTTY, an acces-
sory jack (ACC1) provides connectivity 
to support traditional FSK RTTY 
operation, as well as AFSK RTTY or 
the many “sound card” digital modes, 
such as FT8. As noted previously, the 
rear USB connectors can support 
audio and control signals, saving 
some wiring in the process. The front-
panel MIC connector can also be 
used with any of the popular input 
switching and interface devices. It is 
handy because the receive audio is 
also available on that connector. 

Visit https://youtu.be/8mgl3VxkYSg
to see our review of the Icom IC-7610  

HF and 6-Meter Transceiver on YouTube.

As with other modes, all the selectiv-
ity and audio-filtering options are 
available in data modes, as well as a 
RTTY-specific twin band-pass filter 
that can provide optimum selectivity 
for two-tone frequency-shift signals.

Documentation
Our IC-7610 came with a compre-
hensive 80-page Basic Manual that 
includes a description of every con-
trol, along with a set of connection 
diagrams. That is only the beginning. 
A supplied CD/ROM includes a PDF 
copy of the Basic Manual, along with 
a multi-language version of the same, 
a 91-page Advanced Manual, and a 
31-page book of schematic diagrams. 

Unfortunately, the indices of the two 
manuals do not list some key func-
tions, and you must go from manual 
to manual to find out how to perform 
some key tasks. I think the manuals 
could use a bit more structure to help 
users find their way through this radio. 
The searchable PDF versions are a 
help. The ’7610 can do a lot, and do it 
very well, but more complete indices 
would help owners take full advan-
tage of all its capabilities. 

Wrapping Up
The IC-7610 is a very effective, full-
featured transceiver that would work 

well in most stations. While compact 
enough to fit into most spaces, its 
front panel is large enough to include 
plenty of useful controls and a fantas-
tic touchscreen display. It performs 
well enough to hold its head high 
among the best of transceivers, yet is 
priced near the middle of the range. It 
is packed with many more features 
than we can cover here. While it 
takes some time to become familiar 
with all it can do, the effort is more 
than worthwhile. 

Manufacturer: Icom America, 12421 
Willows Rd. NE, Kirkland, WA 98034; 
www.icomamerica.com. Price: 
IC-7610, $3,400; RC-28 remote USB 
encoder with tuning knob, $259; 
RS-BA1 remote-control software, 
$95.
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3The Antique Wireless Association AM net 
meets on 3837 kHz on Sundays at 7 PM 
Eastern during Daylight Saving Time and 
at 4 PM Eastern during standard time. 
Coverage is usually very good throughout 
the Great Lakes, New England, and mid-
Atlantic regions. AWA membership is not 
required for participation, and while many 
classic radios are heard, those with 
modern gear are more than welcome. 


